


Dear Parents,

The following are practice activities to reinforce some of the critical skills your kindergarten child is
learning at school. Provided are activities to strengthen your child’s listening skills, understanding of
print, phonemic awareness, beginning phonics, and fluency. All activities should be delivered in a fun
and game-like way. Each activity should not take more than five or ten minutes to complete. Any books
suggested to support the core activities may be found in your school or community library but are not
necessary to complete the activities.

A kindergarten child’s attention span is very short. It’s better to provide an activity that lasts for only a
few minutes but is repeated over time. Your child should not sit for long periods of time, creating a
struggle for both of you. If your child’s attention wanders, stop and try again later. Increase the amount
of time with your child to five or ten minutes over weeks. As your child develops the ability to attend and
becomes more successful, he/she will find that playing learning games with parents can be fun. Make
sure you frequently praise your child’s successes. When errors occur, simply say, “Good try.” Next say,
“Watch me do it.” Model for your child the correct procedure. Then say, “Now it’s your turn.”
Compliment your child on his/her success.
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To view the entire Core Curriculum for kindergarten language arts you may go to the following web site:
http://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/lang_art/elem/core/CoreDocs/grade/Kindergarten.pdf.

The core skills are the essential skills kindergarten children should know and be able to do at the end of
kindergarten; however, young children develop and mature at different rates. Some children will not be
able to perform all core curriculum indicators by the end of kindergarten, but will still become very suc-
cessful first graders when given additional time. There is a huge difference in development between a
kindergarten child turning five the January before entering kindergarten and a child who turns five as
kindergarten starts in August. Communicate often with your child’s teacher so that you may work to-
gether in helping your child reach his/her potential as you engage in this most important year of your
child’s life.

Lynne Greenwood
Curriculum Coordinator/Literacy Specialist
Utah State Office of Education
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